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open up before the modern progressive humanity a new vista
of political and economic reconstruction, which will neither
postulate an indefinite period of blood and tears, nor be clouded,
by doubts about the alternative course of peaceful development.
The events in Eastern and South-Eastern Europe are shaping
on this new pattern, although the scene is dominated by the
Russians who still remain formally wedded to the dogmas of
dictatorial Communism. In practice, the Russians have proved
themselves to be realists enough to admit that the dictatorship-
of the Communist Party may not be the only instrument of
revolution, in every country, under all circumstances. Once
upon a time, coalition government was anathema for the
doctrinaire Communists. Now they are forming coalitions with
other parties, and are thus deviating from orthodoxy with the
sanction and under the guidance of the high-priests of Com-
munism.
Let the champions of democratic Socialism be also somewhat
less doctrinaire and more realistic. They should see that parlia-
mentarism of the British model may not be the best form of
democratic government under all circumstances. Indeed, there is
no set pattern of parliamentarism. The'French system, for instan-
ce, differs from the British, and the American from both. Once
the practice of one-party rule is abandoned, why should not
each country be allowed to evolve its own form of democratic
State, determined by its. peculiar conditions? Toleration is a-
basic principle of the democratic view of life. If the advocates-
of democratic Socialism, particularly the British Labour Govern-
ment, took up a less doctrinaire and more tolerant attitude,.
the international tension may relax, allowing progressive
humanity a chance to react independently to the contemporary
crisis and conflict of ideologies, to find the new philosophical
orientation, which is the crying need of our time.
It will not, indeed, be anew philosophy. The store of
cultural values, piled up since the dawn of civilisation, is far
from being exhausted. That precious heritage of the past pro-
vides a solid foundation for the magnificent structure of the
future dreamt alike by romanticists or revolutionaries, idealists
or Utopians. If the germs of Socialism or Communism grew in